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Vocational Distribution of 
GSE Participants
Vocation/
Profession

Team Members/
Leaders %

Management/
Administration

29

Education 16

Public Service & 
Social Work

16

Engineering, 
Science & Computer 
Science

9

Arts & Journalism 8

Medicine 6

Legal 4

Finance 4

Sales & Marketing 4

Architecture 2

Other 2

Team members from the USA (District 5490) and 
Australia (District 9680) with New South Wales  
district leaders and other Rotarians in Sydney.

Success Story
Rotary International’s first wheelchair-
users Group Study Exchange brought 
together manual wheelchair users with 
acquired spinal cord injuries from Phoenix, 
Arizona, USA (District 5490), and Sydney, 
Australia (District 9680), to share cultures 
and dissolve misperceptions about what 
it means to be disabled. The teams paired 
up to teach knowledge, tolerance, and 
sensitivity to fellow Rotarians and the 
community at large first in Sydney and, 
a month later, in Phoenix. They gave 
numerous talks on how to focus on the 
abilities of team members, rather than 
their disabilities, and demonstrated that 
wheelchair GSEs are logistically possible. 
Teams gained new ideas for promoting 
inclusion through legislation and accessible 
products and services to share with their 
respective home countries. Members from 
both teams plan to continue building 
friendships and partnering to share 
their experiences on living, working, and 
traveling as and with wheelchair users. 
Team members encourage districts to 
include qualified physically challenged 
members in their future GSE teams. Past 
District Governor Don Schiller says that 
the exchange “set a new standard of high 
excellence for other Rotary clubs and 
districts to select people with disabilities 
to participate in Rotary Group Study 
Exchange.”

GSE team members from Medellin, Colombia (District 
4280), practice speaking English with fellow university 
professors from Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA 
(District 5520). They discussed how U.S. and Colombian 
universities are structured, shared practical ideas 
for improving the institutions where they teach, and 
compared cultures. Says District 4280 team member 
Carolina Pereni of Bogota: “My perception [of the 
Southwestern United States] completely changed.… 
I was left with such a positive impression that now I 
encourage my family and friends to visit New Mexico.”
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Rotary Centers For  
International Studies

In April 1999, The Rotary Foundation 
Trustees approved the plan to establish 
seven Rotary Centers for International 
Studies in peace and conflict resolution 
with leading universities worldwide. The 
Rotary Centers initiative stemmed from a 
longtime dream of Rotarians for a Rotary 
university or academy dedicated to peace, 
understanding, and goodwill. Currently, six 
Rotary Centers offer master’s degrees in 
peace and conflict studies or a related area: 

•	 University of California, Berkeley, USA

•	 Duke University/University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA

•	 International Christian University, 
Tokyo, Japan

•	 Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina

•	 University of Bradford, England

•	 University of Queensland, Brisbane, 
Australia

A professional development certificate 
course is offered at the Rotary Center 
at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, 
Thailand.

More than 430 Rotary World Peace 
Fellowships alumni from over 80 countries 
have completed this program for total 
awards of $23 million.

Program Objectives
The Rotary Centers program has been 
identified as a major educational priority 
in achieving TRF’s mission for world 
understanding and peace. The objectives 
and purposes of the Rotary Centers are to

•	 Advance research, teaching, publication, 
and knowledge on issues of peace, 
goodwill, causes of conflict, and world 
understanding

•	 Provide educational opportunities for 
a group of Rotary World Peace Fellows, 
chosen from various countries and 
different cultures, to advance knowledge 
and world understanding among 
potential future leaders of government, 
business, education, media, and other 
professions

•	 Establish a program through which 
TRF and the member clubs of Rotary 
International would become increasingly 
effective in promoting greater tolerance 
and cooperation among peoples, leading 
to world peace and understanding
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Sh.Ahmed with sponsor counselor Marianne 
Roessingh van Iterson of District 1570 in 
front of the Peace Palace, The Hague.

Success Story
Mahamoud Sh.Ahmed of Borama, Somalia, 
attends the Rotary Center at the University 
of Bradford, England, where he is working 
toward an MA in conflict resolution. 
Sh.Ahmed’s own childhood was interrupted 
by interclan violence, forcing his family to 
flee to Ethiopia. He eventually returned to 
Borama, finished college, and worked in 
television. He now uses that background 
to give presentations promoting peace. 
As part of the two-year peace fellowship, 
Sh.Ahmed completed a research project 

in Sri Lanka on 
conflict and its effect 
on communities. 
He plans to carry 
his insights back 
to Somalia, stating 
that the key to 
achieving peace and 
happiness in our 
world is “respecting, 
recognizing, and 
accepting our 
difference[s].”

Program Funding
Funding for the Rotary World Peace 
Fellows depends on the financial support 
of Rotary districts worldwide. All Rotary 
districts are encouraged to make District 
Designated Fund (DDF) allocations in 
any amount to the fund that supports the 
fellows. Districts that annually contribute 
$25,000 in DDF are known as Rotary 
Centers Peacebuilder Districts and receive 
appropriate recognition. As of 30 June 
2009, combined funding for the Rotary 
Centers for International Studies program 
for 2008-09 totaled $4.3 million. Through 

a combination of peacebuilder district 
commitments, DDF in other amounts, 
and Major Gifts to the Permanent Fund, 
the first six classes of Rotary World Peace 
Fellows are fully funded.

TRF provides university stipends to 
administer the six Rotary Centers for 
International Studies. Funding for these 
administrative stipends comes from a 
Trustee commitment to support the 
program. In the long term, TRF also has 
implemented a Major Gift fundraising 
focus to endow the Rotary Centers for 
International Studies with restricted 
outright gifts to the Permanent Fund. 
The Rotary Centers Major Gift Initiative 
is underway to raise $95 million to fully 
endow the Rotary Centers by the year 2015. 
As of 30 June 2009, approximately $40 
million has been raised in Major Gifts of 
$250,000 or more.

In 2008-09, TRF received eight named 
Rotary World Peace Fellowships and eight 
endowed Rotary World Peace Fellowships.

Rotary World Peace Symposium
The second Rotary World Peace Symposium 
was held in Birmingham, England, 18-19 
June. Approximately 350 Rotarians, peace 
fellows, and alumni gathered to discuss 
the theme “Challenges to Peace-building.” 
The keynote speakers included Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu of South Africa 
and leading peace studies experts Professor 
Paul Rogers and former UN Undersecretary 
Jan Egeland. Panel discussions focused on 
topics relating to migration, development, 
religion and ethnicity, and the role of media 
in conflict situations.



56  educational programs – Annual Report on Operations 2008-09

Rotary World Peace Fellows Selection
Class VIII (2008-10) Rotary World Peace Fellows were selected in October 
2007, and Class IX (2009-11) Rotary World Peace Fellows were selected in 
October 2008.

Comparison of Classes VI, VII, and VIII at the time of selection

Class VI, 
2007-09

Class VII, 
2008-10

Class VIII,  
2009-11

Total fellows selected 60 60 60
Citizenship  
(number of countries 
represented)

 
 

36

 
 

33

 
 

33
Low-income country 
citizenship (%) 

 
55

 
47

 
35

Gender (%) 58 female 
42 male

48 female 
52 male

67 female
33 male

Average age 31 30 30

Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Fellows 
Selected
Fellows were selected in August for the January 2009 program session 
and in January for the July 2009 program session. Comparison of selected 
fellows in July 2008 and January 2009 sessions:

July 2008 January 2009

Total fellows selected 18 21
Citizenship  
(number of countries 
represented)

 
 

13

 
 

16
Low-income country  
citizenship (%)

 
78

 
76

Gender (%) 30 female 
70 male

31 female
69 male

Average age 41 37.5
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ALUMNI RELATIONS

The Rotary Foundation Alumni Network
The mission of The Rotary Foundation Alumni Network is to engage and connect the program 
participants, alumni, and volunteers of The Rotary Foundation and to celebrate their 
experiences and achievements. Its vision is to establish and enhance a mutually beneficial 
and enduring relationship between the Foundation and its program participants, alumni, 
volunteers, and friends. All participants of The Rotary Foundation’s educational programs, 
as well as certain recipients of humanitarian grants, are part of this network that seeks to 
maintain a lifelong relationship with Foundation alumni.

Rotary Foundation alumni associations play an important role in the network. At the end 
of 2008-09, there were over 60 alumni associations around the Rotary world. These groups 
primarily engage in Rotary service and act as mentors to future Educational Programs 
participants.

Rotary Foundation Alumni
Snapshot of alumni added during select years.
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Ambassadorial 
Scholarships

 
18

 
125

 
168

 
787

 
1,294

 
1,345

 
673

 
655

Group Study Exchange 224 621 1,789 2,326 2,756 2,720

Rotary Grants for  
University Teachers

 
35

 
19

 
21

Rotary Centers for 
International Studies

  
88

 
93
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Success Story
Helping to pipeline polio vaccine in  
Pakistan, Afghanistan

Farrukh Jamal Syed (1989-90 
Ambassadorial Scholar) is playing a key 
role in the battle to end polio. His Pakistan-
based company, Simcon International, 
manufactures vitally needed vaccine 
carriers that are being provided through 
a PolioPlus Partners grant. Substantial 
funding for the grant came from Rotarian 
Dan Holzapfel, of Cleveland, Australia.

“The national Pakistan PolioPlus Committee 
saved around $40,000, thanks to the 
involvement of this [former] Rotary 
Foundation Scholar,” says committee chair 
Abdul Haiy Khan of Syed’s contribution to 
the polio eradication effort. Khan adds that 
other carriers cost at least three times more 
than the Simcon carriers.

Since 2006, Simcon has produced 
approximately 100,000 carriers. “It is 
a nice feeling of satisfaction and great 
achievement [to work] for humanity and 
The Rotary Foundation,” Syed says. “Work 
for the Rotary name has great importance 
in my life.”

Former Ambassadorial Scholar Farrukh Jamal Syed 
hands a vaccine carrier to Abdul Haiy Khan, chair of 
the Pakistan PolioPlus Committee.

“The experience I gained from the 
scholarship directly helped me in building 
the concept for Simcon,” Syed says. Syed 
has maintained ties with Rotary ever since 
he studied computer-assisted design and 
manufacturing as an Ambassadorial Scholar 
in England. He later joined his sponsor 
Rotary Club of Islamabad (Metropolitan) 
but was unable to maintain his membership 
after moving his company to a remote area. 
Syed has since relocated the business to 
downtown Karachi and hopes to rejoin the 
organization that helped launch his career.
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Rotary Alumni Celebration
The annual meeting of the network is 
the Rotary Alumni Celebration, an event 
where alumni and Rotarians engage, 
connect, and celebrate their relationship 
with Rotary. The 2008-09 year marked 
the second Rotary Alumni Celebration, 
20 June 2009, in Birmingham, England. 
More than 225 Foundation alumni and 
Rotarians registered for the event. Keynote 
speakers included former Ambassadorial 
Scholar Jean-François Rischard, retired 
vice president of the World Bank, and 
Alex Buchanan, Global Alumni Service to 
Humanity Award winner.

Global Alumni Service to 
Humanity Award
The Rotary Foundation Global Alumni 
Service to Humanity Award was created to 
honor an outstanding former Foundation 
program recipient whose extraordinary 
service to humanity and professional 
achievements exemplify the Rotary ideal of 
Service Above Self. Candidates must have 
provided outstanding service to humanity 
and must have achieved the highest 
degree of distinction in their profession or 
vocation. They must have served as a global 
citizen impacting the international scene. 
The Foundation’s highest honor given to 
alumni, it is awarded annually at the RI 
Convention.  

Rotarian Alex Buchanan was a 1959-60 
Ambassadorial Scholar sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Korumburra, Victoria, 
Australia, to study agriculture and science 
at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa, 
USA. Dr. Buchanan is best known for 
developing the Australian high protein 
milk biscuit in 1965, which continues to 
be used in disaster areas around the world 
today. While with Australian Department of 
Foreign Affairs, he also developed nutrition 
balanced infant food in Thailand. He served 
as the editor of the ASEAN Food Journal 
for the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations and was a founding member of the 
United Nations University world hunger 
program. Today, he is executive director of 
the ATSE Crawford Fund, which provides 
for the Royce and Jean Abbey Agricultural 
Training Program for Ambassadorial 
Scholars from low-income countries. He is a 
member of the Rotary Club of Melbourne.

Buchanan with 2008-09 RI President Dong Kurn Lee 
(left) and 2008-09 Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair  
Jonathan B. Majiyagbe (right).
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Future Vision Pilot

Executive Summary
In anticipation of The Rotary Foundation’s 
100-year anniversary in 2017, the Trustees 
set out to develop a plan to move the 
Foundation toward its second century of 
service. The Trustees sought input from 
a wide variety of stakeholders through 
interviews, surveys, focus groups, and input 
sessions in developing the Future Vision 
Plan. The plan updates the Foundation’s 
mission and creates a more effective and 
efficient way to help Rotarians develop 
diverse projects with greater impact and 
sustainable outcomes.

The Future Vision Plan is designed to 

•	 Simplify Foundation programs and 
processes consistent with the mission 

•	 Focus Rotarian service efforts where 
they will have the greatest impact by 
addressing priority world needs that are 
relevant to Rotarians 

•	 Offer program options to help achieve 
both global and local goals 

•	 Increase the sense of ownership at the 
district and club levels by transferring 
more decisions to the districts 

•	 Gain greater understanding of The 
Rotary Foundation’s work and enhance 
Rotary’s public image 

The Future Vision Plan offers two types of 
grants: Rotary Foundation District Grants 
and Rotary Foundation Global Grants.

Rotary Foundation District Grants are 
block grants made to districts for up to 50 
percent of their District Designated Fund 
(DDF) to support activities that fit within 
the mission of The Rotary Foundation. 
Districts can use these grants to fund 
scholarships, support vocational training 
teams, sponsor volunteer service, provide 
disaster recovery, and carry out community 

and international service projects. District 
grants allow Rotarians to respond quickly 
to urgent needs and to plan smaller projects 
in their communities. Districts will be 
able to fund many of their favorite current 
activities through the use of district grants.

Rotary Foundation Global Grants 
support larger humanitarian projects 
with sustainable, high-impact outcomes; 
scholars; and vocational training teams in 
the following six areas of focus:

•	 Peace and conflict resolution/prevention 

•	 Disease prevention and treatment

•	 Water and sanitation

•	 Maternal and child health

•	 Basic education and literacy

•	 Economic and community development

Through the scope of the global grant 
projects, the Foundation will enable 
Rotarians to reach a greater number of 
people and do more good in the world.

277 districts applied to participate in the 
Future Vision pilot, and 100 districts were 
selected. These districts will play a key role 
in testing the new grant-making model and 
the online processing system and find out 
what works and what doesn’t. Throughout 
the planning year, pilot districts will receive 
training and materials that will prepare 
them for full participation in the pilot 
beginning July 2010. Among the materials 
being sent to pilot districts is a monthly 
newsletter that is available to all interested 
Rotarians.

James Robinson 
Project Facilitator 
Future Vision Pilot
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Future Vision Pilot Districts

District Country/Geographical Area

1020 Scotland

1070 England

1120 England

1130 England

1430 Finland

1450 Denmark

1600 The Netherlands

1630 Belgium; Luxembourg

1640 France

1660 France

1760 France

1830 Germany

1860 Germany

1911 Hungary

1970 Portugal

1990 Switzerland

2070 Italy; San Marino

2080 Italy

2201 Spain (central)

2360 Sweden

2430
Azerbaijan; Kazakhstan; Kyrgystan; 
Tajikistan; Turkey

2481

Greece (part of); Kosovo Administered 
by UNMIK; Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia; Montenegro; Serbia

2580
Japan (portion including Metropolitan 
Tokyo and Okinawa Prefecture)

2650 Japan (Fukui, Kyoto, Nara, and Shiga)

2690
Japan (Shimane, Tottori, and 
Okayama)

2760 Japan (Aichi)

2770 Japan (part of Saitama)

2830 Japan (Aomori)

2980 India (part of Tamil Nadu)

3000 India (part of Tamil Nadu)

3110
India (parts of Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh)

3131 India (part of Maharashtra)

3140 India (part of Maharashtra)

3240

India (North Bengal and states 
of Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Mizoram, Sikkim, and Tripura)

3250 India (Bihar and Jharkhand)

District Country/Geographical Area

3330 Thailand

3360
People’s Democratic Republic of Lao; 
Thailand

3400 Indonesia

3500 Taiwan

3630 Korea

3650 Korea

3660 Korea

3770 Philippines

3810 Philippines

4160

Mexico (Michoacan, Queretaro, 
Guanajuato, and parts of Jalisco and 
Hidalgo)

4170
Mexico (Estado de Mexico, Distrito 
Federal, and part of Hidalgo)

4250 Belize; Guatemala; Honduras

4280 Colombia (western part)

4390
Brazil (Alagoas, Sergipe, and  
part of Bahia)

4400 Ecuador

4420 Brazil (part of São Paulo)

4500
Brazil (Rio Grande Do Norte, Paraiba, 
and Pernambuco)

4570 Brazil (part of Rio De Janeiro)

4610 Brazil (part of São Paulo)

4651 Brazil (part of Santa Catarina)

4770 Brazil (part of Goias and Minas Gerais)

4780 Brazil (part of Rio Grande Do Sul)

4825 Argentina (part of Buenos Aires)

4855 Argentina (part of Buenos Aires)

4865
Argentina (Mendoza, San Juan, and 
San Luis)

4915 Argentina (part of Buenos Aires)

4980 Uruguay (eastern part)

5020
Canada (part of British Columbia); 
USA (part of Washington)

5040 Canada (British Columbia)

5160 USA (California)

5170 USA (California)

5340 USA (California)

5360
Canada (parts of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan)

5420 USA (Utah)

5440
USA (parts of northern Colorado and 
Nebraska; Wyoming)
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District Country/Geographical Area

5670 USA (Kansas)

5890 USA (Texas)

5960
USA (parts of Minnesota and 
Wisconsin)

6060 USA (Missouri)

6150 USA (Arkansas)

6200 USA (Louisiana)

6380
Canada (part of Ontario);  
USA (part of Michigan)

6400
Canada (part of Ontario);  
USA (part of Michigan)

6420 USA (Illinois)

6560 USA (Indiana)

6860 USA (Alabama)

6900 USA (Georgia)

6970 USA (Florida)

7070 Canada (Ontario)

7210 USA (New York)

7620
USA (District of Columbia;  
part of Maryland)

7630 USA (Delaware; part of Maryland)

7690 USA (North Carolina)

7930
USA (parts of Massachusetts and  
New Hampshire)

7980 USA (Connecticut)

District Country/Geographical Area

9100

Benin; Burkina Faso; Cape Verde; Côte 
d’Ivoire; The Gambia; Ghana; Guinea; 
Guinea Bissau; Liberia; Mali; Niger; 
Senegal; Sierra Leone; Togo

9110 Nigeria

9200
Eritrea; Ethiopia; Kenya; Tanzania; 
Uganda

9270 South Africa

9400
Botswana; Mozambique; South Africa; 
Swaziland

9500
Australia (parts of Northern Territory 
and South Australia)

9550

Australia (Northern Territory and part 
of Queensland); Democratic Republic 
of Timor-Leste

9600
Australia (part of Queensland); Papua 
New Guinea; Solomon Islands

9800 Australia (part of Victoria)

9940 New Zealand
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